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With the death and burial of Ed-
ward Cooper Brown, which occurred
'during the past week, the curtiin was
rung down an the finale of one of
|the most ‘spectacular, and in many
yways remarkable lfe works of any
business man of our group in the
present genceration.

Still a young man, as present day
business men are wont to consider
life spans—thanks to the example of
Jaohiy D. Rockefeller, Thomas A, Edi-
son and thelr contemporaries—E. C.
Brown Had erowded into his 53 years
of existence more of romance and
accomplishment than has fallen to
the lot of raany men.

of people who knew E. C. Brown in
the height of his glory of achievement

Philndelphin. Al inadvertently he
did much dispell the too well accept-
cd opinfon that Northern born men
are incapable of doing too well things,
because thaic vision s obseured by
the more or less freedom of oppore
tunity on this side of the famous
Smith and Wesson line. '

The fact that E. C. Brown made
his first big strides in the Soulh, and’
came home to his native Philadeiphia
with the glamour of his accomplish-
ments in the State”of Virgink, nade
many people suppose  that he was
Southern born, '

In o ridiculous article in the cur-
Arent issue of Forum magazine, Corra
‘| Harrls called attention to the rarity of
Northern bora men susceeding in
business in the South, mentioning the
wondoarful accemplishments of many
Southern born men who had twisted
the tail of Northern business and
trade. Of course, Mrs. Harrls was
speaking of Nordic accomplishments,
and can be pardoned for not having
mentioned E. C. Brown as the excep-
tion which proved the rule.

Coming to Philadeiphia full of the
enthusinsm of his recent conguests in
Virginia, My, Brown immediotely set
to work to do things haere, and how
well he succecded is evidenced by
many who. felt the beneficial in-
fluence of hiz enthusfasm.

That he failed ultimately does not
alter the fact that the cxistence of
the finest theatre in America owned
and controlled by Wegroes stands to-
day as a credit 1o his vision anad
initiative. Some there will be who
will argue that the price we pald
to have the Dunbar Theatre, was too
high @ price for an improvised peo-
ple, thinking in terms of the thou-
sands of dollars which were loat in
the realization of Brown's dreams,
i But, somehow or other ft is not diffi-

cult to think that in spite of these
jlosses, the Race is the victor in its
cwn defeat. - Just how much more
respeet white  Philadelphians  must
have for, their darker brethren because
of their having built the Dunbar
Theatre will be hard to determine,
but certain it is that many white peo-
ple think more kindly of the Race
Lecause of ithe existence of tlths play-
house, .

*And too, the first real cffort to
. establish a Race bank in this clty
came about through the efforts of this
.man, who wis probably much ‘less
ipperfect that most of us are willing
@ admit.” T “am’ aware of the fact
that Lwo abortive attempts hadt pre-
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before the advent “of . O. BrowH,'
Banker. In 1900, John Clinton, Jr.,
attempted ““The First ' Qolored Bank
North.” HIs carcer was spectacular
but- short, Mved. A few  years later -
Ex-Cungressman George H, White at-' "
templed a small _bank, and it tas
on 'the wreek-of this venture that
Brown bulll the structure which for
a number of years increased the
sclf-respect and fired the aspirations
of thousands of colored people in the
North and East.

Many successful business men  of
today owe mueh of their success 'to

Comparatively few of the thousands |

the cxistence of the organization
founded by Brown, h ’
True, the bank failed, just as thou-
fands of olher banks have fndled,
some direeted by men of much greater
genlus than anyone could have ex-"
pected a Negro to possess. But the

knew that he was a native son of |intangible which still exlsts as a re-

jsult of the bank's exlstence eannot
fail. Greater desire to' * necomplishi,
Instilled ‘tn the brensts’ of hundreds
of yocunger men and women, has not
failed. .
Dunbar Thentre, as n  bhusiness..
proposition, iniled, but the desire to
have' batter playhouses. and bester
actors, capable of earning  belter
lvelihoods, has not' fafled; if it is not:
a militant factor always at work.
| Tt has evér been, and for a long .
time will continue to be hard to con-
vince the man or Woman who lost
money In the laflure of Brown's bank
that there could eome aut of {t any
good. But wiser folk have not taken
the fallure of . C. Brown so deeply
to heart a5 o be unable or unwilling '
‘0 s2e some of the suceess which are
, attributable to it.
{One thing Brawn did: He made quite
a number of professional men realize
’(h:\ tthey owed somewhat of a debt
j to the community and the race which
{ made their success possible. For the
[ﬁrst ume in 2 generation, a number
tf professional men saw fil to attempt
to do something In a commereta) way
which might henefit the race. The
fact that their attempt was a fafl-
ure will not obscure the spirit’ shown
by them in making the effort, and
it is to be hoped ‘thut thelr failure
will not have ‘convincéd them' their
cfforts were in-valn. The desire to
help in the lnman’ 'Strgple hay been -
kindied tn some of therd,' 'while the
Teallzation that they SHOURD “help
2as more definitely dawned in the
minds of oihers of them. Hence the
price these plonecrs’ pild has been
money well expended.
“Pools rush fn_ where angels fear
to tread,” so here foes with a hope
that more of us wil} think more dis-
passlonately of E. C. Brown and
his work., Hrown has passed  on.
Who can sey that.he did-not do his
best as he =aw {42 And ¥f he did,
who can do more? Sl

So long, “Ed.” See yay. later,
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